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Specifically,	CEQA	provides	flexibility	to	exempt	those	actions	that	are	minor	modifications	
of	existing	facilities.	As	such,	the	proposed	provisions	aimed	at	accelerating	review	appear	
somewhat	superfluous.	Telecommunication	carriers	are	encouraged	to	coordinate	with	
lead	agencies	to	exercise	these	existing	CEQA	exemptions,	where	applicable.	
	
Furthermore,	the	bill	will	shift	the	burden	of	proof	in	court	from	applicants	to	cities	and	
counties	regarding	the	reasonable	period	of	time	needed	to	process	an	application.	The	city	
or	county	would	have	to	pay	to	challenge	the	applicant	in	court	rather	than	the	applicant	
having	to	challenge	the	city	or	county	in	court.	As	such,	the	bill	implicates	CEQA	because	if	a	
city	or	county	wishes	to	prepare	an	initial	study	or	an	environmental	impact	report	for	a	
wireless	telecommunication,	then	this	bill	would	allow	the	applicant	to	assert	that	the	time	
needed	to	prepare	one	of	these	documents	is	unreasonable	and	therefore	their	application	
is	deemed	approved.	
	
AEP	respectfully	requests	a	veto	of	AB	57.		AEP	appreciates	the	continued	opportunity	to	
comment	on	legislation	with	important	impacts	to	CEQA.	Should	you	have	any	questions	or	
need	additional	information	regarding	our	comments,	please	do	not	hesitate	to	contact	our	
Sacramento	representative	Will	Gonzales	at	will@gqhlobby.com	or	(916)	930‐0796,	or	the	
Chair	of	our	Legislative	Committee	Devon	Muto	at	devon.muto@icfi.com	or	(858)	444‐
3950.		
	
	
						Sincerely,	
	

	
	
	


