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Why Prepare a Community Risk Reduction Plan?



Where will this growth occur?

Source: ABAG, http://gis.abag.ca.gov/website/PDAShowcase/



Areas of Air Pollution Concern (2008-2012)

 Health Code 
Article 38 (2008)

 Grew out of 
Eastern 
Neighborhoods 
Land Use Plans
 > 10 units near 

high volume 
roadways

 Enhanced 
Ventilation



Benefits of a Community Risk Reduction Plan

Comprehensively address air quality health risks at a 
community level rather than project-by-project through 

CEQA

Address health effects to existing populations

Address health effects of bringing new populations to 
areas with higher air pollutant levels

Reduce the need for project-specific mitigation through 
adoption of Community Risk Reduction Plan policies that 

become requirements of new development



Comprehensive Communitywide Modeling & Air Pollutant Standards 
Development

 Partnered with Air District & DPH to 
model most known air pollutant sources

 Initial standards for areas where:
 Cancer risk at or above 100/million
 PM2.5 levels at or above 10 ug/m3

 Standards based on public feedback
 Incorporated a health vulnerability layer 

where:
 Cancer risk s tandard reduced to 

90/million
 PM2.5 s tandard reduced to 9.0 ug/m3

 Ensure that all parcels  within 500 feet of 
major freeways were included.



Air Pollutant Exposure Zone

Bay Area 7,800,000



Near-term Actions:
Updated & Modified Existing Regulations

 Updated Health Code Article 38
 No project-specific modeling required
 Applies now to all new sensitive uses in 

the Air Pollutant Exposure Zone (APEZ)
 Also applies to major renovations with 

sensitive uses

 Requires MERV-13 or equivalent 
ventilation

 Modified Clean Construction 
Ordinance
 Applies only to City Projects in APEZ
 Requires  most construction 

equipment to be Tier 2 and equipped 
with Level 3 diesel particulate filter (or 
Tier 4 equipment)

 Limits  idling to 2 minutes



Near-term Actions Continued: 
Identified Standard Mitigation Measures for Projects in APEZ
 Diesel backup generators required to be Tier 2 with a 

Level 3 diesel particulate filter or Tier 4
 Construction equipment must be Tier 2 with a Level 3 

diesel particulate filter or Tier 4 & idling is limited to 2 
minutes



2013 Draft Strategies
24

Actions
some completed

5
Goals

Strategy
Implementation & 

Monitoring Strategy



Current Efforts

Photo credit.

 Modeling Update
 Address new & removed stationary sources
 Verify adequacy of mobile source data
 Update maritime source data
 Update caltrain data
 Community outreach for modeling 

 Evaluate the air pollutant standards based on modeling 
results

 Investigate development of an Air Pollution Offset Mitigation 
Program

 Draft Plan for Public Review
 Plan outreach 

 Plan adoption & implementation
 How can the CRRP s treamline CEQA documents?
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