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AN UPDATE ON SEA-LEVEL RISE SCIENCE
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(D) Relative sea level In San Francisco, California
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Sea Level Rise Under CEQA

Ballona Wetlands Land Trust v. City of Los Angeles
201 Cal.App.4th 455 (2d Dist. Ct. of Appeal 2011)

EIR not required to discuss impact of sea level rise on mixed use
development project.

"We Dbelieve that identifying the environmental effects of attracting
development and people to an area is consistent with CEQA's legislative
purpose and statutory requirements, but identifying the effects on the
project and its users of locating the project in a particular environmental
setting is neither consistent with CEQA's legislative purpose nor required
by the CEQA statutes."

No "CEQA In Reverse"”
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Sea Level Rise Under CEQA

California Building Industry Association (CBIA) v.
Bay Area Air Quality Management District
62 Cal.4" 369 (Cal. Supreme Ct. 2015)

"[A]gencies subject to CEQA generally are not required to analyze the
impact of existing environmental conditions on a project's future users or
residents. But when a proposed project risks exacerbating those
environmental hazards or conditions that already exist, an agency
must analyze the potential impact of such hazards on future
residents or users. In those specific instances, it is the project's impact
on the environment—and not the environment's impact on the project—
that compels an evaluation of how future residents or users could be
affected by exacerbated conditions."
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Sea Level Rise Under CEQA

California Building Industry Association (CBIA) v.
Bay Area Air Quality Management District
62 Cal.4" 369 (Cal. Supreme Ct. 2015)

However, "special CEQA requirements apply to certain
airport, school, and housing construction projects. In such
situations, CEQA requires agencies to evaluate a project
site's environmental conditions regardless of whether the
project risks exacerbating existing conditions."
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Proposed Revisions to CEQA Guidelines § 15126.2
(October 2016)

.... I'he EIR shall also analyze any significant environmental effects
the project might cause or risk exacerbating by bringing
development and people into the area affected. For example, an

ElR-on-a-subdivisionastride-anactive faultline should-identity
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hazardsfound-there-Simiarly,-the EIR should evaluate any

potentially significant direct, indirect or cumulative
environmental impacts of locating development in ether-areas
susceptible to hazardous conditions (e.g., floodplains, coastlines,
wildfire risk areas), including both short-term and long-term
conditions, as identified in authoritative hazard maps, risk
assessments or in land use plans addressing such hazards areas.
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Questions?
-

Donald Sobelman
dsobelman@downeybrand.com
415-848-4824 (direct)
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