Biography for William J. Douros

William J. Douros works as the West Coast Regional Director for NOAA’s Office of National Marine Sanctuaries.  The Office of National Marine Sanctuaries protects and manages 14 special marine areas, ensuring the sustainable use of the ecological and cultural resources of those special places.  As the West Coast Regional Director, Mr. Douros oversees the management, regulatory and policy direction, as well as administrative duties for the five national marine sanctuaries on the west coast, comprising more than 18,000 square miles of ocean and coastal waters.  From November 2010 to February 2013, Mr. Douros also served as the Deputy Director for the Office of National Marine Sanctuaries, in Silver Spring, MD.  He joined NOAA in 1998 as the Superintendent of the nation’s largest national marine sanctuary, located in Monterey Bay, offshore of central California.  He served as the Superintendent until 2006 when he became the regional director.  

Prior to joining NOAA, Mr. Douros was the Deputy Director of the Santa Barbara County Planning & Development Department where he was responsible for leading the division that regulated offshore oil and gas development projects in the county.  In 1985, Mr. Douros received a Master’s Degree in Marine Ecology from the University of California, Santa Barbara.  His graduate work focused on intraspecific competition in populations of a large marine gastropod, the black abalone (Haliotis cracherodii).  He received a Bachelor’s degree in Environmental Biology from the University of California, Santa Barbara, in 1981.  
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